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ADVANCE FREE EDUCATION—RELENTLESSLY
By Lazola Ndamase
As usual, debates in our
National Executive Committee meeting
were
lively; heated
but
comradely. One of
the liveliest of
these discussions was the
debate around
the Free
Education struggle in the
face of pronunciations by
the ANC and Presidency in
the January 8th rally and the
State of the Nation Address.
Of course, this debate got
heated because of the statement we had released welcoming both the thrust of the
ANC January 8th rally and
the State of the Nation Address. Our NEC felt this was
a tad too generous to both
the ANC and government.
Our NEC noted the step
taken by the ANC and the
state to convert NSFAS
loans for final year students
into bursaries when they
pass, however our NEC
concluded that this is far too
little to warrant celebration,
instead our NEC charged us
to sharpen the edge of our
Free Education struggle.
This was in marked contrast

to the statement we released
as the officials which was at
least optimistic about the
change brought about by this
decision. We were informed,
in no uncertain terms that
our organization must lead a
most ferocious struggle for
free education because our
struggle was not just about
some peace-meal final year
NSFAS student’s intervention but was about free education for all
students
until
undergraduate
level.
This formulation
by the NEC was
not new really, it
took stock of the
resolutions
taken at our recent NGC in
December
which noted the
painfully slow transformation
of higher education and the
snails pace the state employs when responding to
working class needs and the
speed at which capital responds to bourgeois interests.
Of course, our NEC was correct; the state is decisive
when it wants to. It is decisive on everything that has

to do with capitalist production and reproduction. The
splurge on unnecessary
World Cup stadiums is a
case in point. Nowhere have
we ever seen the democratic state so efficient, as
when it had to meet FIFA
deadlines. What we require
is a decisive state which will
impose an education tax on
all South Africans that earn
top-notch salaries, on
companies that continue to extract billions out of our economy and those that
have so much money
that they eat Sushi on
the bodies of naked
women.
As directed by our
NEC, we will continue
our struggle for free
education. We will
also step up the campaign against capitalist production. We will struggle to
defeat all those that advance the chaos of the capitalist market to continue to
determine access to education.
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ABRIDGED: NEC POLITICAL REPORT
By Mbulelo Mandlana
Cde Deputy President,
Cdes members of the National
Executive Committee,
Chairpersons and Secretaries
of provinces
We greet all and welcome you
to this NEC meeting, the first of
the year 2011. It is our peerless
pleasure to welcome those
comrades that are sitting for
their first meeting of the national executive committee. It is
also vey interesting that this is
the first NEC meeting of
SASCO that takes place in a
second academic year after a
NEC was elected and happening without any undermining of
constitutional clauses pertaining to the term of office. This
NEC continues to bear the responsibility to prove our forebears to have had positive foresight by resolving that the term
of office at it stood at one academic year was inadequate and
insufficient.
May we put it abundantly clear
that we are required to interpret
our task as a continuation of
the work that we did in the year
2010 and not a beginning of an
entirely new set of tasks but
rather an effort to conclude
those tasks that west for our
selves at the beginning of 2010.
A failure to see our term of office in this way will amount to
an opportunity missed in as far
as extracting the real worth of
the two year term office. It is for
this reason that our planning for
this year shall be a build up

from our strategic planning that
took place last in Cedar Park
hotel for the reason that such
planning anticipated the full term
of office rather than half of it.
Whatever technicalities we might
consider in our planning we need
as well to put at the centre that
we need create no disjuncture
between our activities of 2010
and those of 2011.
We meet in the aftermath of a
very important and epoch making National General Council.
This meeting needs to evaluate
that meeting and truly understand the ground covered by
NGC and seek a consensus as
to its true value to organisational
development as well as continuous
organisational
renewal.
From the outset one is tempted
to put the following remarks
about the national general council: that although it appeared that
we engaged greatly on organisational matters we however cannot truly agree that we sufficiently allowed the NGC to play
its role as platform to develop
the ideological finesse of the
membership if the organisation.
This is not to say that the NGC
was totally unable to dwell on
matters of ideological character
but rather to reflect that this happened minimally in light of the
expectations of the steering
committee and may we even
bravely suggest in light if the expectations of the National Executive Committee.
While the level of engagement in
the NGC in general was com-

mendable it must be said however that the same session revealed some troubling tendencies that confront our organisation. Some of these tendencies
include the persuasion from
among some of our members
to lack preparedness to sincerely put their point of view
forward with the intention of
winning others to their point of
view but hope to achieve this
end by methods that are underhand, populist and reminiscent
of the approach of the new tendency to debate: intimidation
and compulsion.
This was easy to witness in a
number of contentious debates
that ensued from the floor of
the National General Council
and perhaps the best example
to extracted is the one related
to one debate about the term of
office and many others. Worryingly some of comrades who
allow themselves to wallow in
the meander of this foolishness
get the opportunity to sit in this
meeting. This is not merely a
matter of behaviour but its reflects a much more profound
challenge of political development as well as an issue of culture in the organisation in as far
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as conduct is concerned when in
a debate difference of opinion is
apparent.
We need to read from this situation a number of possible scenarios and we are quite certain that
this meeting possesses that capacity. Apart from the abovementioned challenges related o
the National General Council we
need as well to note the matter of
discipline and behaviour of the
delegates to the NGC. Almost
half the total duration of the
meeting there was always a considerable number of delegates
who were not in attendance and
this includes PEC’s and leaders
in the NEC and other structures.
We can no longer hold the matter
of discipline in the organisation
lightly. The major reason why we
couldn’t have any productivity in
as far as the commission were
concerned was premised mainly
on the problem of ill discipline.
We must put it forward in this
meeting that we need to ponder
the correct approach to resolve
the fact that our commissions either had horrible scribing, horrendous reporting, appalling attendance or unsatisfactory facilitation or resourcing save for one
commission: organisational renewal, although they agreed to
disagree on major questions
which leaves us at qualitatively
the same position as we were
before with regards to many
questions that face us.
However we must register that in
spite of all the mentioned challenges the National General
Council was able to reveal the
true potential of the organisation
to develop into an even more advanced bedrock for production of
organic intelligentsia, proving
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once more that SASCO is capable of remaining relevant to the
challenges of the day. It is also
in the NGC that we were able to
uncover some of the cadreship
that may prove critical to the
sustenance of the current unrolling programme of both organisational development as well as
the broader cause for transformation of society and the transformation of education. It is
platforms such as the National
General Council that consensuses about critical rallying topics of struggle. An example of
this rallying point is the consensus that was built around the
urgency of defending SASCO
against what was agreed as a
real threat to space and hegemony from some elements within
the PYA. The duty to defend the
organisation has been fully appreciated by all as not only important and undeniable but also
as essential to the success of
the several struggles that we
wage. If anything important was
achieved by the NGC it was an
agreement that when all is said
and done the unity of the PYA
must not be achieved at the expense of the South African Students Congress.
The year 2011 is a very important year for the organisation.
This year marks the twentieth
anniversary since the formation
of SASCO. We have the unique
honour of leading this organisation at the time when this important page in the history of
SASCO is being written. It is
upon us to do well in recording it
and ensure that we truly underscore its significance in our articulations as well as in our action and it is also up to us to let

it pass as though it marked
nothing of importance. This
NEC must further ponder ways
in which we can fruitfully involve
the convocants of this organisation in all our activities and programmes related to the 20th anniversary celebrations of the organisation.
The question of the White
Working Class
In light of the upcoming local
government elections it is only
logical that we examine the
socio-economic situation that
makes up the context and colours the arena of this upcoming
context. South Africa has developed into an interesting and yet
complex political situation in the
past 16 years. The political
situation as it stands does not
allow us to use only classical
methods in the process of
analysis and obliges all of us to
seek an improved and a better
understanding of the conditions
of our time outside dogma and
straightjacket tendency.
The social structure reminiscent
of the apartheid era is changing
drastically whilst at the same
time some of its features are
being engraved into our social
make-up. There are points that
describe our political situation
that are shared as common understanding among those who
are in the cause of change.
Those features are: that the
South African economy continues to be a capitalist economy
and that economy is controlled
by a small group of oligarchs
that are male and white. There
is convergence on the understanding that the South African
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working class that occupies the
most disadvantaged position in
our social order is African,
black and rural. The groups that
are further identified as the outmost group that bears the brunt
of our unequal social order and
frankly our capitalist order are
rural women, people with disabilities and the youth. Even as
we make this acknowledgement of these groups as a matter of fact, we need to focus on
the bigger picture, that the capitalist accumulation is ultimately
the enemy of the struggle for
the total emancipation of the
working class.
The reason why we raise this
point in this report is to put the
spot light on the question of the
white working class and perhaps open us to the idea that
we need to ponder once more
our characterization of the
white working class and our
approach to struggle therefore
in as far as this particular class
is concerned. This consideration arises out of the debates
that ensued in the national general council which, among other
things, paid particular attention
to the white working class. The
question arises as to the role of
the white working class in the
struggle for the overthrow of the
political and the social order
that gives to the continued suffering of the working class in
general and perhaps in unity
rather than in separated form.
The question doesn’t dispute
the historically inherited form
and shape as well as relation
among the working class forces
on the basis of colour but it
seeks to rather take the debate
further and ask the revolution-

NEC Bulletin

ary forces that accept the duties
both of building a nation and the
to defeat the capitalist order, as
to their approach to the question
of the expanding white working
class as contraposed with an
also the bourgeoning South African black middle class that is
quickly aligning with owners of
the means of production.
It is undeniable that the South
African working class and its
composition is not static and
cannot be static in light of the
reforms that have occurred since
1994. To accept that change has
occurred in the shape and composition of the working class
should not be equated to a belief
that the progressive and sometimes questionable reforms that
the movement has undertaken
since 1994 have given result to
some sort of an equilibrium. In
actual fact, as we said above,
the fundamental aspects of
apartheid capitalism remain intact and the hegemony of their
ideas still remains. It is not only
interesting to investigate the said
topic in depth but its is also
greatly important.
To illustrate this point we need to
pick up on the point initially
made related to the role of the
middle class. The apartheid government out of its desire to secure faithfulness of the totality of
the white population in line with
its separatist policy went on deliberate track to create an Afrikaner middle class that was
greatly compensated as the primary domestic defendants of the
superiority and the legitimacy of
the regime. In line with its
agenda to cultivate a racially exclusive capitalist development
the regime, and may we add in

this case the international capitalist oligarchy, needed to ensure, as part of their attempt to
increase their hold over the
South African situation, that this
creation of this middle class
was done alongside that of the
Afrikaner petit bourgeoisie.
However in the present day the
political dynamics that deliberately fostered the growth and
comfort of that class are no
longer in existence and given
the dependency of that grouping on the state for both development and survival it is not
surprising that their class position has been greatly affected
by the shift in political priorities
of the country since the dawn of
democracy in the country. Explaining the turning situation of
the Afrikaner middle class and
petit bourgeois in piece written
for the International Marxist
Tendency David van Wyk highlights that the Afrikaner petite
bourgeoisie, long the policeman
and administrator of Apartheid
racial capitalism, is suddenly
redundant, finding itself on the
scrap heap of history.
The decay of this middle stratum does not imply that it is being absorbed into the proletariat, because the largely black
South African working class
has been shedding a gigantic
army of unemployed since the
mid 1980s – one of the primary
causes of crime and overflowing prisons in the country. 1994
has not seen the nationalisation
or socialisation of the commanding heights of the economy; there has therefore not
been any significant redistribution of wealth, instead there has
been a squeezing of the white
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petite bourgeoisie to make way
for an emerging black petite
bourgeoisie. The pauperisation of
the white petite bourgeoisie has
meant that this tiny minority on
the South African political landscape, already suspicious of democratic parliamentarism, came
to openly reject it. This petite
bourgeoisie, also confused by the
capitulation of the National party
at the historic compromise of
1994, rejected all political parties
associated with that compromise, as it rapidly dissolved
their status as privileged citizens in a capitalist system
that created an ideological
superstructure that advantaged them.
From this view point it easy to
see that in the context of the
bigger picture it is not just a
polite thing to do to ponder
our strategy in relation to this
class but it is also politically
sound decision especially if
we keep in sight the fact that
the socialist effort requires of
us to organise that section of
the motive forces as well. The
mobilisation of that part of our
people is not only important to
those that are in the struggle to
overthrow capitalism but within
the premise of the NDR it remains a critical task as well for
we now ca no longer enjoy vindictive and unscientific decisions
that hamper the progression of
our revolution and the broader
working class struggle against
the capitalist order.
The question must be asked as
to the activities that the revolutionary movement is engaged in
to bring this class into the fold in
relation to the broader consensus
to create a truly transformed
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South Africa and to fight for the
total emancipation of the working class. Maybe it is important
that we read BEE and other
supposed corrective legislations
and see if the terms “black economic
empowerment”
and
“affirmative action” all relate to
an agreed to programme to create a black middle class that
would stabilise the capitalist relations of production in South
Africa and steer the country

likely it is that the right wing may
succeed at creating a decisively
hostile political lumpen group of
workers who see their fate as
decidedly unrelated with the fate
of the rest of the proletariat. But
while we do this we need to
sharpen our theoretical tools so
as to open up a new dawn ideas
that is able to answer to the
matters relating to contemporary
class reconfigurations as consistently produced by the grinding wheel of the National
Democratic
Revolution
lest we let an opportunity
for real advances evaporate in front of us.
Education and Access

clear of the radical working
class politics that marked the
decade of the 1980s.
The real challenge that has
hampered
the
movement
around the conception of this
question is the refusal to accept
that the worsening of the conditions of the white working class
should be seen as merely a
dwindling of economic prospects arising out of absence of
unique and concentrated special
treatment upon which the initial
prosperity was dependently
founded.
The longer we are unable to answer to the call relating to the
white working class the more

We have observed and we
continue to observe the
usual problem of exclusion
of students from institutions of higher learning.
We have, with cautious
pleasure, listened to different speeches of the leaders of the ANC that related
to the programme of free education. In these assertions we
have had the pleasure of picking
very progressive pronouncements as well as very troubling
suggestions. While all of these
were happening in the podiums
where speeches were delivered,
from the January eight to the
most recent state of the nation
address, the students in institutions of higher learning were
being chased away and denied
their right to learn. While some
were ululating at the words of
our leaders of the ANC students
were finding difficulty to appreciate the reason for the ululation
for in their conditions none of

Page 6

these words were reflected. For
this reason we said as an organisation that while applaud
and accept the good intention
that with which those speeches
were laced, our celebrations for
achieving free education were
not about to begin until those
words were seen on the ground
and in reality and until such
time that universally free education at the undergraduate
level is attained with no devaluing conditions as seen through
some of these pronouncements. In the pronouncement
that relates go the total clearance of debts of final year students on condition that they
pass is commendable but if it
were to stay a permanent rule it
would mean that it applies to
the few and not to the majority
who do not always succeed as
said by the president.
The organisational report will
reflect on the on the organisational aspects regarding our
Right to Learn Campaign. However we must state that from
the face of it appears that our
structures were able to perform
the required tasks i as far the
RTLC is concerned save for a
few challenges that reached the
national executive committee
including the currently unfolding
DUT crisis.
Although, as we say, the pronouncements about some gradual introduction of free education are admirable and welcome we however must say
that the determining factor as to
whether is any real movement
will be seen in the arena f government policy. If government
policy that is binding to education providers in the country
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does not articulate a vision that
clearly direct us to the path of
free education we shall have
only paid lip service to this important struggle. If we are unable
through the ANC government to
spell out the mechanism trough
which we can expand and make
sustainable all our decisions and
efforts related to free education
then we shall have been unable
to fulfil our task.
Responding to the release of the
NSFAS review report as an organisation we said “we are appreciative of the strategic thrust
of the NSFAS review report. Its
recommendations are epochmaking, particularly, on the
question of free education. We

greatly appreciate the tremendous role played by the NSFAS
review committee in not only
synthesizing but taking into consideration numerous submissions made by the student
movement. We think it is important that the report not only focuses on the funding for free
education but also the administrative and legislative revitalisation of the scheme. Our organization has since time immemorial raised many of the recommendations now contained in the
NSFAS review report and we
feel vindicated that at last there
is recognition of the centrality of
these issues. This Review Report will be written down in the

annals of history as one of the
biggest leaps taken in advancing the clarion call for an equal
and fair education system. We
move from the premise that any
working class gain is never
scored on the basis of the sentiments and whims of those in
charge of policy formulation
and making. This paragraph
reflects our consistent attitude
as an organisation that what
pleases us is not merely words
but it is deeds founded upon
those words. It is for this reason
that we say that by the beginning of the year of 2012 we
must be able to put out at the
results of some of these reforms that our government has
spoken about.
Having seen an increase in the
matric pass we are confronted
by prophets of doom from the
liberal world who would like to
convince us that the pass was
illegitimate and that such a
pass rate increase should not
be expected under the ANC
rule and that it can only be
achieved by the ANC if it
greatly bends the rules. In that
they suggest the rule of the
ANC is inherently incapable of
improving complicated things
such as the education system
and therefore the best that they
can do is sit down and wait for
the ANC government to fail after which their bell as saviours
would ring they shall rescue the
nation from the mediocrity of
the ANC and in other cases
black rule. It is truly troubling
observe that reality and to
make the conclusions that
some still harbour views of that
nature.
It is not only desirable that the
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ANC creates an education system that works but ensures that
our education system plays its
role in the programme of transformation and redress and there is
no more a louder a statement of
redress than access for the poor
fully attainable in the realm of
free education.
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Conclusion
We meet in this NEC to conclude a task and we cannot
evade that task. If history requires anything of us it requires
that we perform all the tasks
that it bestows upon us to the
best of our abilities such that we

afford it an opportunity to be a
kind and sympathetic judge for
the reason that after all it will be
history that will ultimately judge
us.
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ABRIDGED: NEC RESOLUTIONS
By Ngoako Selamolela
Opening
The meeting of the NEC
was officially opened by
the secretary general who
was acting as the chairperson of the meeting.
The chairperson warned
against the continuous
tendency to miss transportation and general disregard
of
punctuality
among NEC members.
Political report
The report was presented
by the President and
touched mainly on topical
global and South African
questions including the
issues relating to access
to higher education. The
report also opened a debate about the plight of
the South African White
sections of the working
class who in the past
benefitted from labour
laws of apartheid but are
now facing abject poverty
given among other their
lack of skills needed by
the current phase of technological development.
Resolutions on political
questions
Conduct of comrades in
the NGC
Noting:
The unruly conduct
of conduct in the
NGC
That ill-discipline is

a product of the material condition in
the organisation
Degenerating moral
fibre in the organisation
The reluctance of the
NEC to discipline illdisciplined comrades
in
organisational
meeting
That the tendency has been
consistent
since Mafikeng
NGC
The over usage
of intoxicating substance, such as Alcohol
The general delinquent sub-culture in
the organisation
Factionalisation of
discussions
Decrease in the quality of the membership of SASCO
The disrespect for
the right to engage
Congress resolution
of conduct of the
new cadre
Collective
illpreparedness for the
NGC
Resolve:
To step-up informal
and formal political
education
To reaffirm the decision to foster compulsory political education

The is a need to act
decisively against ill
-discipline
Discourage the tendency to over factionalise
discussions
Adopt a model for
political education
Strengthen
policy
sub-committee
White South African working class
Noting:
Those
weaknesses
of
MDM and SASCO in particular in mobilising the
totality of the working
class in general with particular reference to white
sections
That our incapacity to the
mobilise this stratum of
the society impact negatively on our transformation agenda
That the so-called white
working class is nothing
but a stratum of the
working class
Resolved to:
Mobilise them based on
their immediate needs
Try and win them over to
from right-wing opportunistic political structures
collectively work towards
the alleviation of poverty
in all working class communities
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Consistent problem of outFurther note:
standing results
That resolutions and pronouncement by the ANC
3. FET sector
on free education will
Noting:
mainly benefit the few stuThe FET sector was never dents who were able to
ready for introduction NC reach their final year.
Resolved:
(V) programme
Those FET students in their To continue as planned
majority also enrol not be- with the free education
ing mentally prepared for To engage the ministry on
post-secondary education
this matter
Consistent problem of out- To engage the ANC leaderstanding results
ship on the same matter
To note and welcome that
some of students will
Therefore resolved:
To fight against consistent
Implementation of Builddelays in results
To Marshall our energies ing Universities
against the abuse of NSFAS
bursary scheme
Noting:
To vigorously campaign Inadequate resources
against Dictarial tendencies That the ANC made promises of building universiin education
To have the commissioned ties in Mpumalanga and
study on FET’s completed Northern Cape going to
elections
by next NEC meeting.
That we seem to be abanFree education and the doning campaigns for edupronouncement by Gov- cation
ernment
Noting:
Resolve
To speed –up the camThe
recent pronounce- paign for building of uniments by the ANC and gov- versities
To campaign for expansion
ernment on the issue
That the statement by the existing universities
NEC sub-committee was Anniversary theme
not necessarily consistent Proposed that the presiwith objective of providing dency lead the discussion
free education
The existence of the review SASCO and local governreport which is gathering ment
dust without being referred
to when implementing re- The incoming local elecforms to NSFAS
tions
That the ignorance of the The bourgeois democratic
report is nothing but waste structure of the local govof state resources
ernment structure
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The serious lack of services in the sector
Resolved:
To set up reforms in the
local government
To deal away with Unregulated municipal bursaries
To mobolise actively for
the ANC victory
State of class forces in
Africa and balance of
forces
Noting:
The apparent disunity in the state in
crushing the revolt
Resolved:
To
applaud
the
bravery of Egyptian
and Tunisian youth
We should take cautious approach on
whether we reject
and support the
people of Tunisia
and Egypt
Instruct the international committee of
the NEC to conduct
study on the state of
affairs in Tunisia
and Egypt
Stampede for access in
the beginning of the year
Noting:
Enrolment capping by the
Ministry of HE
The refusal of institutions
to accept students above
the ministerial
Resolved:
To step-up the campaign
for access to
Ivory coast
Noting:

Page 10

NEC Bulletin

The current stalemate in the ivory
coast over election
results
The links between
Outtara and monopoly capital
The attempt to intervenvene through
cohesive state apparatus
Resolved:
To note and research the topical
issues over Ivory
coast
Call for restraint in
relating with Ivory
Coast
That the Ivorian
problem is the
Re-election
Study the Ivorian
situation concretely
and formulate a
view on the matter
of Ivory Coast
The NEC is declining to arrive at the
conclusion without
sufficient information
The NEC discussed the
Egyptian question with
the purpose of conceptualising the issue.
Organisational matters
SAUS
Noting:

That the SAUS has not
been to congress
Incorporation of FETs’ into
SAUS
The challenging situation
of SAUS
That it is urgent for SAUS
to go to congress
That the NWC must coordinate reporting of SAUS
Resolved:
That structures must report to SASCO
That the merge of SACSA
and SAUS must be treated
with caution
That the SGO and NWC
must relook into the UNISA
cape coastal SRC
That student parliaments
must be convened
20Th anniversary celebration
Resolutions
Provinces are required to
place their bid documents
to host the event
The organisation must
adopt public lectures as
part of celebrating 20th anniversary
The lectures must be arranged on the history of
the student movement
Collect information on the
history of SASCO for artistic product production
Set-up SASCO libraries
Enrich SASCO national library
Employ comrades to assist
with collection of informa-

tion on student activism
and the history of SASCO
Make the life of Comrade
Walter Sisulu central to
the celebration
Contact families of Comrades who fallen
Commission the production of a documentary and
other artistic work for the
anniversary
Progressive Youth Alliance
Noting:
The Cape-Town congress
resolution of not pronouncing on leadership of
fraternal structures
That the behaviour of individual leaders of the organisation affect the PYA
relations
The NGC resolution over
the relaunch of YCS
The resolution regarding
the PYA summit
That the alliance is at its
weakest
Resolved :
To reaffirm the Congress
resolution on the matter
That the organisation
must ensure that we foster unity in the PYA
That we should exercise
caution on the relaunch of
the YCS
Facilitate speedy convening of the PYA summit
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