SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS’ CONGRESS

SASCO 2013 Elections Manifesto
Office of the Presidency Head Quarters 7th Floor Albert Luthuli House

Place Your (X) Where Your Future is!
Message from the President
The Season arrived; the Season is now!!!
Once more we are called upon as students to exercise our democratic rights to elect our
own representatives by participating in the SRC elections and strengthen our democracy. It
is our responsibility to do so without forgetting the essential task of building and
strengthening democratic institutions themselves. As we participate in this years’ SRC
elections we must make it our duty to defend the goals we have scored in the yesteryears.
In excising our right to vote; we must be guided by the track record of the organisation(s) on
the ballot.
SASCO has ensured that structures of governance are democratised. We were at the
forefront of the struggle for recognition of SRC as a legitimate student representative. SRC’s
have then therefore become the vehicle not only for championing of student needs,
aspirations and demand but have also been in the forefront of transformation struggles. Our
SRC’s have word relentless wars against all forms of exclusion.
SASCO is therefore calling upon all students to exercise their democratic rights in defence of
our democracy and hard earned SRC’s. In electing the SRC; let us elect the organisation
that has a credible track-record of championing issues of students. Such an organisation
must have been able to ensure that students are not excluded from the institutions of
learning either academically or financially.
We encourage all students never to speculate with their future but vote for an organisation
which has always been with them side by side in their daily struggles. Our call is that we put
into office cadre who have through their daily conduct sacrifice their time and energy and for
the betterment of studying conditions of students. Such cadre are found nowhere outside
SASCO. This year we will witness the sudden emergence of student organisation without
any track record in serving students. Do not be worried; just remember that opportunities
availed by our movement have opened doors for opportunism.
Those of us who have independent candidate in our ballot papers ought to resist the
temptations of voting people who are without mandate and account to themselves and
themselves alone. SRC is a platform for advancing transformation and unorganised people
will not be able to advance such an agenda since their get mandate from nobody and no
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organisation can be held liable for their actions. The process of receiving mandate and
accounting is the most important part of the complex process of democratic governance.
The South African students Congress present this manifesto not as a list of promises but the
backbone of our program of action into the SRC. We will together with all students fight for
the implementation of this program. We will however; continue to act swiftly on challenges
faced by students and ensure that the student body determine the programs of the SRC.
Through your vote you can make this program feasible; together with you we will defend the
gains we have previously scored and advance further. Our record speaks for itself.
All those who love progress; who want to defend their future and the future of succeeding
generations of students are once more called upon to VOTE SASCO.
For unforgettable memories of our Campus days!
For Quality Education and Qualified staff!
For Quality and Better Student services!
For Recreation and Arts!
For Talent showing and nurturing!
For Access and Excellence!
For innovation and Progress!
For Exchange programs; Learning and Let Learn!
Vote SASCO!!!!

Vote SASCO for localised struggles for free and quality Education
Victory always!!

Selamolela Ngoako

A call for all students to participate in SRC elections
•

As a nation that has a history of oppression, suppression and segregation, where the
majority of the people where oppressed and subordinated to the supremacy of the
minority, we have a responsibility to defend and strengthen democracy as an
institution. This democracy was fought for by previous generations, who understood
that they may not enjoy its fruits, but would none the less liberate the future
generation. It is therefore incumbent upon this generation and future generations to
make a commitment towards building and strengthening democratic practice in South
Africa. The practice of strengthening democracy is expressed through amongst
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•

others, respect for the rights of all people, adherence to the law and importantly,
exercising the RIGHT to Vote. It is a responsibility of students to determine who
should lead them and represent their interest. Therefore in ensuring that we play our
part in strengthening democratic practice in society and in our institutions of higher
learning and training, we need to actively participate in the SRC elections.
It is within this context that SASCO call upon all students in Universities, Universities
of Technology, FETs, other public colleges and private colleges in 2012 to exercise
their democratic Right and Vote during these SRC elections.

A call for all students to VOTE for SASCO
•

•

•

SASCO is not only the founder of structured and democratic student governance and
participation, but is also the proponent of student rights and unity. SASCO has a
track record of advancing and championing the genuine student struggle for a nonracial, non-sexist, democratic, equitable and redress driven higher education and
training landscape in particular and society in general. SASCO has a traceable
history of ensuring the transformation of education in South Africa, the provision of
proper student services and defending the Right to Lean for all South Africans,
Africans and students from all walks of life. Our vision of a transformed higher
education is one that is able to respond to the growing challenges of our economy
and advancement of our shared development trajectory as a nation.
SASCO continues to struggle for Free Education and therefore the de-comodification
of higher education and training. Our struggle has always been informed by the
Freedom Charter which states that the doors of learning shall be open for all.
Therefore education is a birth right for all our people. SASCO continues to interact
with student about their challenges in order to appreciate the complexities and
difficulties that South African Students’ face on a daily basis. SASCO continues to
struggle for excellence in academia and the advancement of research and
innovation, in order to develop the capacity of our economy to respond to the
developing world.
Students should go out in their numbers to VOTE SASCO, to ensure that their have a
reliable and committed voice, which continues to dedicate itself to ensuring their
interest and struggling for a better society. The struggle of SASCO is not just a
campus based struggle but we believe that, ‘We are members of the Community
before we are students’, and therefore guided by this principal we continue to
struggle against graduate unemployment, unemployment generally, poverty and
inequality in our society. Our struggle is internationalist in character, which informs
our solidarity with the oppressed peoples of the world, hence our solidarity with,
Palestine, Somalia, Swaziland, and other peoples of the international community.

What has SASCO done for Students? “Tell no lies, claim no easy victories”
1. Access and Success
SASCO has since its inception in 1991 and even before that through its predecessors
NUSAS and SANSCO, struggled for the doors of learning to be open. Yearly we are
engaged in our Right To Learn Campaign, where all our structures insure that students
coming from previously disadvantaged backgrounds are enrolled in our institutions. It is
through these struggles that the size of the higher education landscape has grown through
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the enrolment of more students. We believe that in as much as we have reason to celebrate
growth in enrolment numbers, we still believe it is not enough to meet the demand of
students needing access.
o

o

o

o

o

Since the democratic dispensation started in 1994 till to date we only have 23
institution of higher learning, i.e. 11 Universities, 6 comprehensive Universities, and 6
Universities of Technology. It is through the consistent struggle for access of SASCO
that our government is engaged in a process to build two new Universities in
Mpumalanga and the Northern Cape.
In 1993 the enrolment in our institutions of higher learning stood at 473 000, in 2011
this has grown two fold to 938 201 students, 81% of which are undergraduate and
16% which are doing postgraduate studies.
The introduction of NSFAS, which was a product of SASCO struggles, has played a
major role in the growth in enrolment however Free Education will ensure that no
student is excluded from education because of finances.
The enrolment of African students has increased significantly in the past years
however, emphasis on the working class and poor student enrolment is important as
they continue to be excluded and mainly those who afford education are enrolled
particularly in Historically Advantaged and White institutions.
Enrolment at the FET sector is increasing and this should be coupled with the
expansion of infrastructure and qualified teaching staff. The FET sector has seen
rapid increase in enrolment with more than six hundred thousand students.

Our struggle has always been informed by the need to ensure that these students are able
to graduate and contribute to our economy, through research and employment. We are
concerned about the low graduateoutput rates in our higher education system. In 2010, we
graduated at all levels about 153 741 students. We are concerned that that only 25% of our
student graduate in record time, another 25% drop out of the system and contribute to the
high levels of unemployment in our country.
2. Free Education in our lifetime
Informed by our struggle for access and success, we have been engaged in a relentless
struggle for free quality education and it is in this regard that we have achieved the following;
o

o
o

o

Education remains the largest single expenditure item of our government currently
standing at, 21% in 2012/2013 financial year. Higher Education receives
R41.1Billion.
The allocation of student loans has significantly increased from the then TEFSA to
NSFAS from R14 million in 1992 to R6 billion in 2011.
National Skills Fund allocation in 2011 accounted for R50 million to postgraduate
scholarships, R63 million for students with disabilities and R350 million for poor
students with debts.
FET students receive 100% bursaries if they come from working class and poor
backgrounds. However we have noted that some FETs across the country are not
carrying out this decision.

These are achievements that have been we won through SASCO’s ferocious mass action
for Free Education. We shall continue with this struggle up until our demands are met in full.
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We are however concerned about the higher registration fees and the increase in student
fees which have exceeded inflation, whilst worker salaries have increase below even
inflation, this has made it difficult for our parents to afford education.
Improving Student Life and Student Services, Our vision
Fundamental to the pillars of our struggle is Campus Work, which is informed by the
overarching vision to ensure improved and adequate student services to our students. This
is important because students require enabling conditions in order to perform well in their
studies. SASCO will continue to struggle for better conditions in our campuses informed by
amongst other the following;
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Building of adequate student accommodation in our institutions and FETs.
Ensuring that we build and resources Libraries.
Proper Computer Lans, and printing facilities.
Cafeteria facilities which are affordable and provide healthy food.
Building of adequate Lecture facilities.
Qualified Lecturers with proper pedagogic training.
Adequate Academic support programmes.
ICT technology with adequate research capacity.
Extended and foundation programmes
Proper transportation for students.
Adequate Sporting facilities.
Student Clinics, Ambulances and Counselling facilities.
Study Rooms in residences.
Wireless internet facilities in residences and around campuses.
Proper orientation programmes for first year students
Adequate Budget for SRCs and student clubs and societies.
Community Development Programmes.
Vibrant student life and entertainment.
Adequate in-service training and internships.
Free Sanitary towels and adequate Condoms.
Clean governance and management.
Adequate career guidance and graduate recruitment information facilities.
Transformation and eradication of racism.
Adequate facilities for students with disabilities.
Ensure safety and security of our students and institutional facilities.
Capable SRC leaders, who are committed and account to students,

On Transformation;
o
o
o
o
o
o

Building of Engineering Faculties in Historically Disadvantaged Institutions.
Transformation of Curriculum to reflect the developmental imperatives of our country.
Fight against excessive increase of entrance points to exclude the poor.
Struggle against negative marking and other instruments used to academically
exclude students.
Fight against racialized exclusions.
Struggle for emancipation for women, i.e. increase of female postgraduate students
and academic staff.
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o
o
o

Ensure the end of racailized graduate unemployment and introduction of Community
Service for all graduates.
Ensure work placement and on the job training for students and practical training.
Proper Institutional governance and sound financial administration.

SASCO leads on the struggle against HIV/AIDS.
o The reality of the day is that we are faced with an HIV pandemic. It is either you are
affected or you are infected. We pledge that SASCO led SRC shall advocate for
adequate institutional response to the scourge of AIDS. Among these responses we
include sufficient infrastructure for Voluntary Counselling and Testing (VCT) and
extensive support for the infected and the affected includes effort of treatment and
continued counselling. HIV need not mean a student cannot lead a positive and
fruitful life and these students must be accepted in higher education system without
prejudice.
o We have since 2006 been engaging the department of education and the department
of health and the organisation of the Vice Chancellors in South Africa (HESA) on the
provision of facilities for comprehensive treatment of HIV/AIDS in campuses. We
continue to intensify our campaign for Campus clinics that are accessible and free for
24hrs a day with required emergency facilities.
AN OATH OF CLEAN GOVERNANCE: THE SASCO CANDIDATES PLEDGE! The
candidates of SASCO are accountable in the highest standards. SASCO is committed to
clean governance and an accountable SRC free of corruption and indecency. Any form of
abuse of office and public resources has always and shall always be exposed and dealt with
harshly! SASCO is clear that SRC’s are not gravy trains. The money of students must
treated with respect and be utilised for those purposes for which it was initially meant foe i.e.
for the betterment of the lives of students. Students are entitled to know how management
and the SRC use public funds. On this we hold all our members to a clear and straight
forward pledge of principled and clean student governance.
An oath by all candidates of SASCO to the student community; in an effort to make your
SRC more transparent, approachable and accountable, SASCO candidates commit to this
oath which will be publicly displayed in all offices of SASCO:
o I stand to serve students with loyalty and with commitment and declare that my
conduct is identifiable with that expected of a disciplined member of SASCO
o I solemnly declare that I stand to be elected as a representative of all students
without motives of material advantage or personal gain, further declaring that I have
not been found to have been corrupt, abused office or served a jail sentence without
an option of a fine.
o As a SASCO candidate I will place my energies and skills at the disposal of student
community and carry out the mandate given to me.
o I will work side by side with the whole student community regardless of race, class,
creed, religious or political affiliation, sexual orientation etc.
o I commit that the program of the SASCO led SRC shall be developed in consultation
with all students.
o I declare that I will fight against corruption in all its forms.
o The SRC plan for 2010 must balance entertainment with meaningful students and
community programmes in a way that develops a complete and a dynamic graduate
citizen and human being.
o I commit, together with the SASCO collective, to listen to the views of students and
hold public meetings with all students to report back on my work at least four times a
year.
o I pledge to uphold all the policies of my organisation. My organisation will deliver full
Annual, Organisational and Financial Report to students before the end of the SRC
term of office.
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Conclusion
We call upon all students to go out in their number to Vote for SASCO in ensuring that you
contribute towards a transformed higher education and training and a transformed society in
general. We are members of the community before we are students: We therefore call on all
South African students to register to vote for the next general elections in our country.
Put Your (X) where your future is!

7

