Declaration of the 18th SASCO National Congress
1 – 5 December
University of Venda, Limpopo

INSPIRED by the vigilance of previous generations of student activists who fought for
education transformation under tougher conditions, GUIDED by the spirits of our fallen
leaders amongst them Babalwa Ntabeni and Lincoln Morgan and MOTIVATED by the zeal
and determination of toiling students across the land, WE the 1061 strong delegates to the
18th SASCO National Congress gathered from the 1st to the 5th of December at the University
of Venda in Limpopo province.
We gathered here under the theme, “Building an Organic Intellectual in Advancement of
the Revolution.” We gathered under this theme as a reminder that this congress of students
remains the intellectual making machine of the movement. We believe that the current state
of our revolution and our revolutionary organisations requires the acceleration of the
production these organic revolutionary intellectuals if it is to continue smoothly towards an
era where everything will be from each according to his ability to each according to her
needs.
In bidding farewell to the father of the nation, Tata Nelson Mandela, whose news of his
departure from earth came as the congress was on its close, we reaffirm our commitment to
the programme of socio-economically transforming South Africa. Tata Mandela was a
student leader in his own right and his politics were moulded in a campus environment both

at the University of Fort Hare and the University of Witwatersrand. We bid farewell to Tata
by committing ourselves that we will strive for Peace, Equality, Justice, Democracy and
Development in all sectors of society, more particularly education.
We remain resolute in our support for the African National Congress as it is the only credible
and reliable organisation in South Africa. The ANC is the only organisation that has the
interest of the people of this land and SASCO can never be indifferent about its support to the
people’s movement and this is why we will go all over the country mobilising students to
Vote for the ANC in the 2014 General Elections. Despite some occasional limitations, we
believe that the ANC remains the true representative of the people of this land. In as much as
our support for the movement is not a blank cheque we believe that we are in no position to
give the movement an ultimatum for our support but we will work in its structures and
continue to put pressure on it so that it works to transforms our institutions and introduce free
education. Congress took a variety of resolutions committing the organisation and also
calling for the ANC led government to act on the plight of students and the poor.

On Education Transformation

Congress noted efforts towards transformation of Higher Education Institutions and FET
Colleges as done by the department. We acknowledge the establishment of the Oversight
Committee on Racism and the Prevention of Unfair Discrimination as set up by the minister
but we wish that the committee would be given more teeth so that it can bite those institutions
that are straying from the path that the country is going towards. We are however concerned
by the overpopulation of academics, coming from untransformed institutions in the same
committee. Congress therefore resolved to welcome this committee but nonetheless tasked
the NEC to keep a watchful eye on it so that it does not end up being a public relations
exercise.
Congress noted the higher education amendment laws but noted that as it stands these laws
are applying a very narrow logic of governance. We believe that the absence of any tangible
transformation in any institution is a sign of poor governance and this is worse when the
nation is embarking on a shared goal of democratic consolidation and nation building. We
also believe that development should be part of the things looked at when determining

whether an institution’s governance is proper or not. It is very uncomforting that under the
current laws, racists’ institutions such as the University of Stellenbosch and the North West
University, Potchefstroom Campus are allowed to go scot free so long as they are able to
maintain a good financial standing. It is further disturbing that under the current arrangement
the University of Free State – which is unevenly developed as it continues to have a
developed, Bloemfontein campus, which mainly serves Afrikaners and the rich and the
underdeveloped Qwaqwa campus, which serve the Africans and the poor – is not made to
answer to law for such a glaring disparity. In essence, whilst welcoming the laws we call for
an inclusion of a further amendment that will speak directly to this question of transformation
and development.
The curriculum and programme offerings in Further Education and Training Colleges still
continue to be unresponsive to the needs of the labour market in South Africa. This is not to
say education should be designed in order to respond to the labour market but it is our
considered view that artisan training should have as its core this particular objective. We
cannot continue to have colleges that educate people in order to join the mass of the
unemployed. This is why congress resolved to take the task of FET transformation very
seriously and thus establish an FET Transformation Committee amongst the committees of
the NEC and also have this in all provinces and regions, so that there is a dedicated focus on
monitoring the department and FET colleges in this particular front. The adequate
transformation of our education system overall should have the curriculum and living and
learning conditions in FET colleges radically transformed for the better. We need to see less
speeches and real action on this front from the department.

On Free Education

Student funding continues to be a problem that limits both access and success in our
institutions. We reiterate our call for the urgent introduction of Free Education in South
Africa and this should be an education that is freed even from the logic of capitalism. We are
therefore calling on the department to refrain from being clever with this programme and stop
using trickery terminology that is aimed at delaying the advancement of this call.

Whilst we welcome the expansion of NSFAS to fully fund – in paper – in public colleges, we
must indicate that because of the mismanagement of these funds by the college managers we
are in no position to even attempt to call the scheme Free Education. What we can welcome
in that it is at least a step in the right direction. We are therefore tapping the government on
the shoulder and are urging it to continue to expand funding to FET colleges but this should
be coupled with the monitoring of these funds so that they don’t continue to be corrupted by
college managers.
We mandate the NEC to accelerate gear on the Free Education campaign and ensure that our
march is hugely felt by the department of higher education and anyone else in society. The
call is for the NEC to ensure that it includes workers and the unemployed youth for the march
as they are also affected by the absence of Free Education.
Congress dismissed assertion that the Free Education march has had no effect and is just
becoming a fashion exercise. We believe that whilst the department might sometimes not
respond to our memorandums, the many things that are done by the department on education
funding are as a result of the pressure that we have been able to exert on it. Of cause this is
not enough but it does not warrant that we doubt for struggle tactic, for doubt is a signal of
retreat and retreat is a signal of surrender.

E-tolls and the Youth Wage Subsidy

We are highly infuriated by the government’s arrogant introduction of e-tolls and the youth
wage subsidy. We believe that the both the e-tolls and the youth wage subsidy are nothing but
attempts to reduce the cost of doing business all at the detriment of the working class and the
poor. The assertion that students might be exempted from paying the tolls is only a trick
meant for us to agree to their introduction and we refuse to agree to this as we are not an
isolated organ of society. In as much as our obsession is about students, but we are also
concerned about negative ramifications that the introduction of e-tolls will have on the
general poor people of this land. We noted the introduction of the youth wage subsidy, now
dubbed the Youth Employment Insurance Scheme. Congress affirmed the NEC
recommendation that this policy ought to be dismissed as it reinforces the notion of the two-

tier labour market and further gives employers’ capacity to fire and hire at will. This policy
would also be a money making scheme for the captains of industry.
Both the e-tolls and the youth wage subsidy affect SASCO directly and as such we resolve to
mandate the NEC to lead a programme against these two legislations and not only participate
when invited by COSATU or any of its affiliates.

On the Public Protector

Congress welcomed the vibrancy of the public protector and believed that the current
incumbent has at least given legitimacy and credibility to this office. The zeal and
determination in which the public protector conducts her work makes us to have confidence
that at least we are being protected as a public and we are very appreciative of this.
We nonetheless warn Advocate Thuli Madonsela to keep her nose out of politics and focus
on doing her work in a just and fair manner to everyone. We also call her to answer the calls
of students who are requesting her to investigate student victimisation and corruption in our
institutions. We believe that students are part of the public that she should be protecting and
we plead for this protection.

International Solidarity

We must strengthen our campaign for the liberation of the people of Palestine against the
Zionist Apartheid Israeli government. We will ensure that we continue with our support for
the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign. We should nonetheless strengthen our
involvement in this campaign and fully participate in the activities of the Israeli Apartheid
Week. We call on all structures to heed this particular call.
Congress noted the super exploitation exerted by Nissan against workers in Mississippi.
Nissan continues to refuse any form of labour representation and bargaining for workers in
this plant and in various plants in the world. It should be noted that South Africa is one of the
top Nissan products consuming nation. In Solidarity with our comrades in Students Justice

Alliance and the United Autoworkers Union in the United States of America, SASCO will
embark on a programme calling for the boycott of all Nissan products in South Africa. We
will also lead a march to the Offices of Nissan in the country and to the Japanese Embassy
calling for the introduction of collective labour bargaining in Nissan.

Ideological Character of the Organisation

Congress resolved to declare SASCO as a Marxist-Leninist student organisation that recruits
every student but all with an intention of schooling them into the Marxist-Leninist theoretical
tradition. Marxism-Leninism therefore is no longer a tool of analysis but a defining character
of the organisation. It should be noted though that this does not make SASCO a communist
organisation or a vanguard of the working class but makes it to be part of those forces that are
urgently advocating for socialism in the country utilising the National Democratic
Revolution(NDR) as a route.
Congress therefore mandated the NEC to develop and implement an organisational manual
that will take the change of the ideological character of the organisation into cognisance and
ensure that new and old members are properly inculcated to the Marxists-Leninist school of
thought. Amendments to all relevant documents of the organisation, such as the Strategic
Perspective on Transformation and the Constitution should therefore be effected with
immediate effect.

On the Question of the Organisation

Congress mandated the NEC to continuously monitor the state of the organisation not only
through provincial reports as it has happened in the past but to ensure that there are quarterly
compulsory visits to all provinces. This is so that the state of the organisation is well known
by head office and to monitor any problems that might exists in our structures and not to wait
for letters in order to hear such problems.

The congress did not have enough time to discuss the powers of the Regional Executive
Committees( RECs) as pronounced but not defined by the 17th National Congress. The
Congress nonetheless mandated the NEC to develop operational guidelines for the RECs and
these are to be operational in between now and the next National Congress where
constitutional provisions for the work of the REC would be adopted.
Congress resolved that 50:50 gender representations should be applicable to all structures of
the organisation without any exception. Further mandate was given to the NEC to implement
the 17th National Congress resolution, which was further re-emphasised by the 2012 NGC
that 60: 40 gender representation should apply in all structures including the National
Working Committee and the Provincial Working Committee. There NEC should correct this
in all structures that did not comply with this provision before the 18th National Congress.
Congress took exception to the organisationally uncultured manner in which some delegates
to the 18th National Congress behaved. We believe that because the National Congress is the
highest structure of the organisation behaviour of anyone in it ought to be exemplary and be
within the organisational confines. Congress therefore mandated the NEC to properly
investigate this matter and take necessary remedial action. Congress warned that if some of
the conduct displayed at the congress is left unattended we might find ourselves with a
degenerating organisation where intolerance and anarchy is the norm.
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