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1. Congress Credentials
Eastern Cape – 128
Gauteng – 123
Limpopo – 119
KZN – 120
Northern Cape – 27
North West – 25
Mpumalanga – 82
Western Cape – 56
Free State – 68
NEC – 11

Expected Delegation – 763
Present Delegation – 728
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Discussions on Credentials:
1.1.

Border Tech Branch

Noted:
Border branch held an AGM on the 1st of November officiated by the PEC
A group of members from this branch wrote a complaint to the PEC and NEC
complaining about the exclusion of certain members from participating
A parallel meeting was convened by the complainants, officiated by the then
Provincial Chair and elected people they called delegates
The appeal was rejected by the Provincial Congress
The information that the Provincial Executive Committee has been engaged in a
process of rehabilitating the said comrades
Believing that:
Parallelism is something foreign in the organisation and as such the discussion of
whether we admit the so-called delegates elected by the second meeting is either here
nor there
Congress therefore resolved:
That the delegates elected in the AGM of the 1st are recognised
That the Provincial Executive Committee proceeds within process of rehabilitation

1.2.

Eastern Region of the Eastern Cape

Congress Noted:
The REC of Eastern Region convened a Regional Congress
Delegates in the Congress raised a motion for election before reports were presented
by the REC and the PEC member present allowed this
Believing that:
An announcement of Elections basically means the dissolution of the REC and as
such no structure can be dissolved before presentation of reports
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Congress therefore resolved that:
The REC of Eastern Region elected in the last Regional Congress is dissolved
The former REC is reinstated

1.3.

Eastern Cape PEC

Noted:
Congress received a complaint about the constitutionality of the PEC of the Eastern
Cape which was elected in its recent congress
Complaints about Regional Congresses and branches were not tabled before the
Provincial Congress
Believing that:
On the principle of – he who alleges proves - the Provincial Congress would have not known
of something that was not tabled before it and as such bears no responsibility in that regard
Congress thus resolved:
To continue to recognise the PEC of the Eastern Cape

1.4.

On 3 FET branches in Western Region

Congress Noted:
Branches submitted membership and payment to Luthuli House
The Regional Secretary was not aware of such
The allegation that Communication about AGMs was sent to the PEC excluding the
REC
The NEC and the PEC presided over these AGMs
Congress therefore Resolved that:
These branches cannot be excluded because of technical limitations between
structures
After this discussion, Congress Credentials were adopted and seconded
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2. Resolutions on the Political Report
2.1.

Organisation

Noted:
Some members of SASCO seem to have no thorough understanding of the concept
„organisation‟
The organisation seems to be producing „one dimensional‟ intellectuals who either
can be good in ideological understanding yet lack capacity to mobilise and vice versa
Of late, Election of leadership is an exclusive function of numbers with no regard for
political thought
Political and ideological development of many SASCO members is weak
Discipline is almost an unknown principle of organisation
Believing that:
The political basis for us to organise appears to be forgotten and replaced by too
general social questions; election and deployment
Our inability to handle leadership questions maybe as a result of our weak
understanding of „organisation‟ in the proper political context

Congress therefore resolved that
:
SASCO must find a way to stop the use of the organisation as an instrument of
accumulation
Political education must be institutionalised as an instrumental and un-optional work
of SASCO
Find political means to overcome tribalism, chauvinism, sexism and other forms of
backward behaviour
SASCO must systematically uproot factionalism

2.2.

SA Development trajectory
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Congress Noted that:
That SASCO has a strategic perspective on transformation of society in general and
Higher education in particular
The egalitarian features of the RDP as a macro-economic framework
The global context within which our macro-economic efforts unfold
The neo-liberal character of GEAR as a replacement of RDP

Believing that:
As our Spot-document asserts, the ANC inherited a state characterised by racial
capitalism in 1994
The so called New Growth Path is a reinvention of the GEAR fiscal austerity logic
The ANC for 15

years has hegemonised neo-liberal economic policies and it

continues to refuse to implement progress policies which are sometimes adopted in its
Congress
Further Believing that:

Neo-liberal macro-economic framework will forever reproduce unemployment and
structural inequalities
There is a need to thwart structural inequalities both social and economic
SASCO has no option but to participate in macro-economic policy discussions and
seek to be at the helm of them

Congress therefore resolved that:

The NEC must produce a draft development trajectory paper which should
underpinned by a commitment to strengthen the state participation in the economy
The document must provide a thorough analysis of the ideological fundamentals of
Vision 2030 and on the basis of such, lobby and campaign for an egalitarian
developmental trajectory, even if this will be against the NGP and Vision 2030
To eliminate the two-tier labour market in the form of the youth wage subsidy and the
job creation grant
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SOEs must wither away the temptation to be a semi-imperial force in other African
countries entangled in multiple crises
State owned companies in productive and labour absorptive industries must be
established. Their mandate must be development oriented as opposed to profit
exclusivity
Build the strength of South African Industry as a necessity to avoid dependence on
FDIs

3. Resolutions taken on the Organisational Report
3.1.

FET colleges Transformation

Noting:
The structural challenges relating to the sector
The undefined mandate of the FET sector in our national context of skills and
knowledge development in relation to secondary education and universities
That cases of bogus colleges are treated as civil offences instead of criminal offences
The differences in the Quality assurance framework of FETs
The weak student governance structures in the FET sector
The territorial battles between DHET and provincial government departments around
the governance of Colleges
The fact that the NCV is equated to Matric although it‟s a post-matric qualification
The continued suppression of organised students activism in the FET by the
reactionary CEOs
The crisis of lecturers with relatively weak qualifications

Congress therefore resolved that:
The NEC must convene an FET Sector Transformation Summit
Invite labour unions like SADTU and the DHET to the summit as a necessary means
for dialogue about policy
The summit must deal comprehensively with the policy crisis of the FET sector
Harmonise the FET sector Act with the Higher Education Act including student
governance structures
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Campaign for a vigorous skills audit amongst the lecturing staff at colleges
Campaign for direct capital injection by the state for infrastructural upgrades and
academic resource provision in FETs
In general, NSFAS must be well monitored and co-ordinated and NSFAS funds be
allocated not at the end of the year but at the beginning
Campaign for the criminalisation of bogus colleges
FET board be made functional and effective
SASCO branches must not be used for elective conference and later deserted to their
collapse
Continue to lobby for the merger of SACSA to SAUS

3.2.

Universities under administration and the Mergers

Noting:
The decision by the ministry to demerge the University of Limpopo
Consequences including the existence of the gap between policy and administration
The unguided nature that administrators operate when they arrive in our institutions

Believing that:
The democratic government has not been able to address the institutional disparities
through tenders and this is resulting from its merger of black institutions together

We Resolve to:

Re-affirm our position on the review of mergers that are problematic, but taking to
account of specific situations as they require different forms of understandings and
thus interventions
We call for a speedy demerger of Medunsa
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4. Organisational Renewal Commission
4.1.

Composition of the NEC

We note:
The manner in which a number of NEC members have been reduced to committee
participation
Believing that:
The fact that the NEC additional members do not have portfolios minimises their role
in the entire structure
Resolve:
The NEC Composition must increase by 5 NEC members and all additional members
of the NEC should have portfolios. These should be defined and allocated in the first
National Executive Committee, not in Congress
The NEC reserves the right to see which portfolios to create but in these portfolios
there should be the position of Communication and Publicity, Political Education and
Training, International Relations, Gender and Campaigns Committee

4.2.

REC Executive Powers

Noting that:
The organisational has grown in terms of branches and membership
There is a need to increase the quantitative capacity of the REC given its mandate
The current situation of RECs not having executive powers is a hindrance to their role
in the broader leadership collective
We therefore resolve that:
We increase the number of REC members to 10
REC is capacitated to take decisions but such is subject to the guidance of the
Provincial Executive Committee
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4.3.

Term of Office

Congress noted:
The various inconsistencies brought by the introduction of the two year term of office
of the NEC
The two year term of office has led to some level of organisational and political
instability, considering the fact that it is not like this in other structures
Believing that:
The various problems might be brought by the fact that it was for the first time that
this has been applied in our organisation
The work of the organisation remains intense and desires the implementation of the
two year term of office
We therefore resolve:
To retain the term of office of the NEC as two years but encourage NEC members to
participate properly in their work
4.4.

Gender

Noting that:
Given the history of our society and our political posture, we ought to prioritise the
pursuance of a gender programme
That quotas in themselves cannot transform the current trajectory of gender imbalance
in society and within our organisation
Thus resolve that:
We reaffirm the necessity of having the current quota system in opposition to
strapping it all together
We resolve to further maintain the current gender policy as it is essential in addressing
transformation in the current political conjuncture
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4.5.

Campaigns

Noting that:
An organisation such as ours must ensure that it engages in national campaigns
around various issues in society, particularly those relating to education
Noting that our level of campaigns has drastically declined
Therefore Resolve that:
We should re-introduce the campaigns portfolio in all levels of our structures
Branches must have newsletters that are centred on our campaigns
Campaigns should be ran regularly and they should start at the beginning of the year

4.6.

Deployment and Student Governance

Congress noted:
The level and extent of discontent with the deployment process
Noting the manner in which the role of the branch is downplayed by upper structures,
whereas the policy allows sufficient space for branch participation in the deployment
process
The nature and extend of corruption in our SRCs
Believing that:
The discontent is not with the policy itself but with how leadership at various levels
manage the deployment process, particularly the dispersal of patronage
The branch remains the basic unit of the organisation and as such, it should be
properly represented in the deployment process and in other processes of the
organisation
Corruption in our SRCs is also caused by the fact that they sit in tender committees
We Resolve that:
In One Campus institutions, the Branch General Meeting should be responsible for
making the decision as it relates to deployment, but this should be under the complete
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guidance of the PEC. This should also be the case in deployments to campus SRCs,
even in multi-campus institutions.
The PWC shall nonetheless determine the final deployment in cases of crises within
the branch and the determination of such vests with the PEC
As it relate to multi-campus institution‟s (central SRC) deployment, the current status
as it relates to deployment remains but the PWC should work to ensure greater
participation of branches in the deployment process through extensive consultation
The current status must remain in cases of Provincial and National Deployments
SRCs must stop sitting in tender committees and this to be tied with an aggressive
campaign against outsourcing in institutions

4.7.

Recruitment

Congress noted:
The challenges in how we qualitatively grow our membership
Our organisation has grown but not at its best level
There seems to be a lack of political education and training within our structures and
generally in membership
There is a tendency of recruiting only for the purposes of congress or prior to SRC
nomination BGMs

Resolve:
That recruitment should be an ongoing process
Political education shall be re-affirmed as necessary and essential in growing the
organisation and shall be at the centre of our political programme
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5. Gender Commission

5.1.

Patriarchal Tendencies within the organisation

The congress notes:
That our environment determines our social consciousness
That males are the biggest and greatest beneficiaries of patriarchy
We further acknowledge that even as members of a revolutionary student movement:
we sometimes perpetuate these tendencies
This is manifested in the manner in which we elect leadership or representatives
within leadership structures
Female comrades are always rendered into portfolios of deputising or additional and
also utilised as draw cards
This particular situation leads to the dominance of one gender over another within
structures of the organisation
Believing that:
We note that some female cadres are perpetuators of patriarchal tendencies, for
instance the pull her down syndrome
We therefore resolve that:
We must rigorously intensify political schooling of female cadres
There must be a creation of woman‟s forum and this should go hand in hand with the
establishment of a woman‟s network
We should be able to find our fallen female comrades and thus name our branches
after them
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5.2.

Institutions of Higher Learning as patriarchal spaces

Noting that:
Institutions of higher learning are found in society and therefore societal biases are
manifest in them
This therefore means that the various gender disparities that are found in society are
also found in institutions of higher learning
The need to stop looking down on the portfolios of gender and transformation
We resolve that:
SASCO must engage in a campaign that promotes access and interests of females into
male dominated industries or career paths and this will be ensure through extensive
career guidance sometimes
The organisation must work together with Gay and Lesbian societies and it must do
joint programmes with these
The organisation must raise issues of gender parity within the workplace and it must
ensure that SRC constitutions must have gender quotas
Eradication of victimisation of female students by lectures or supervisors
Our SRCs must play a more critical role in raising the gender redress matters within
institutions
The POA of SRCs and all other organisational structures should be reflective of the
gender struggle

5.3.

Gender Quota

The Congress notes:
The utilisation of the gender quota by the organisation as an attempt to ensure proper
representation of genders within the organisation
Noting the various debates for and against the gender quota within the organisation
Further noting:
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The need for the organisation to move towards 50:50 gender representation as time
programmes
Believing that:
One‟s sexuality cannot determine one‟s ability to lead
Capacity and ability to lead is founded through time and it is not a natural talent or a
birth right
That the quota itself is not a solution without programmes to accompany it
Resolve:
We resolve to maintain the 40:60 gender representations in all structures of the
organisation, but noting the need to expand this as time progresses
That up until patriarchal tendencies are eradicated within and outside the organisation,
we will continue to use quotas as there are the only way out of this situation

6. International Commission
6.1.

On the Consolidation of the African Agenda

Congress notes:
The poor consolidation of the African Agenda not only in South Africa but also in
Africa as well
We notice the poor organisation of the African states in the consolidation of this
agenda and also the fractured state of affairs in the matter
Believing that:
We need a United Africa and a bold AU that will defend Africa from imperialist
forces
We believe that African Leaders must invest and bank in Africa
We therefore resolve that:
We will lobby for the strengthening of the Pan-African Parliament so it can assist the
AU
There must be a creation of the United States of Africa and it must have one currency
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To mobilise funds and build an African Monetary fund and strengthen the African
Bank
Botswana must be isolated from the African Union as it is harbouring imperialist
tendencies
We reject the fact that the US, France and Britain abuse the United Nations and the
International Criminal Court in order to persecute and destabilise African leaders
We reject the ICC because it is not doing justice to Africa
We resolve to ensure that we will work to revive the All African Student Union
(AASU)
We note the fact that the intervention of the AU in peacekeeping missions in Africa in
the arms industry in the US hence the new focus in Africa and the Middle East
We condemn the re-colonisation of Africa by the US, France and England and this is
whilst noting the encroachment of China in colonising many developing countries
economically
We resolve to intensify the struggle against capitalism in Africa and beyond

6.2.

On the International and Regional Front

Congress notes that:
The international front is still dominated by neo-liberalism
The continued erosion of the nation state and the rise of the dominance of
international finance capital and multi-national corporations
There appears to be a bit of fragmentation of countries in the SADC Region
We note the manner in which the ANC led government has been too diplomatic on
how it deals with the issue of Swaziland
Believing that:
The global capitalist crisis has exposed the failures and flaws of capitalism but it has
not greatly contributed in properly positioning revolutionary forces internationally
Congress thus resolves:
SASCO must influence South Africa to add a progressive ideological role in the
international arena
17

We must work to unite the Regional Economic Community
We support the Common Wealth but we should however remove Britain‟s
involvement in the secretariat of the common wealth
We support BRICS and we will work with it but we must also guard the against the
dominance of China within it
We resolve that the sanctions against Zimbabwe and many other African countries
should be lifted
SASCO must engage SAUS to speak to the NYDA about the hosting an international
students summit
We also to resolve to mobilise international student organisations in our quest for Free
Education
SASCO must mobilise the working class to participate in the programmes of Free
Education such as the case of Chile
We resolve to work with other student organisations from other countries to ensure
that SASU is properly revived
On Swaziland we reaffirm resolutions taken before by various congresses on the
unbanning political parties and the release of the political prisoners
That education in Swaziland needs to be emancipated and improved through the
uplifting of the University of Swaziland
We condemn the attitude of South Africa in relation to Israel, particularly as it relates
to weapons dealing
As SASCO we must resolve that the Palestinian Solidarity Campaign must be trickled
down to branches so that it becomes a mass based campaign
SASCO supports the boycotts on Palestine against Israel
SASCO must launch a campaign in all branches for the release of the Cuban 5

6.3.

On HIV and AIDS in Africa

We note:
The manner in which HIV and AIDS is continuing to affect poor people in the
continent
Equally noting the manner in which the virus is affecting students in African
Universities
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We therefore resolve:
To support the AU in the peacekeeping programme to resolve the various issues in
war torn countries, particularly as it concerns the issue of HIV/AIDS spread in Africa,
even issues of Genocide Rape
We resolved that through our campus work we must run a flagship campaign about
HIV and AIDS in order to bring awareness on the virus even to the international
students
We must continue to emphasise the importance of the Graduate Alive campaign
programme annually
We further resolve that we engage the committee of HIV/AIDS in higher education to
assist us together with the NYDA and SAUS to run a programme in the SADC region

7. Ideological Debate Commission
NB: It should be noted that the work of this congress commission was never reported to
Congress plenary and as such recommendations of this commission cannot be viewed as
resolutions. Congress Plenary mandated the first National Executive Committee to consider
the report of this commission and thus make a decision on behalf of congress. It is the belief
of the NEC that such a decision as it relates to the ideological direction of the organisation
needs to be adopted by Congress not by the NEC. The report of the Ideology Commission
therefore is included in this report for further discussion by SASCO structures, in order to
empower NGC and ultimately the national congress in taking a decision on the ideological
direction of SASCO.
7.1.

On the NDR, SPOT document approach and the ideological posture of SASCO as
a Marxist-Leninist Student Movement

The Commission noted:
All the resolutions of the previous National Congresses and the National General
Council on this question
SASCO has always believed and continues to believe that:
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The people of South Africa were oppressed in three main areas which formed the
basis of three contradictions which are race, class and gender
That our struggle to transform institutions of higher learning is directly linked to the
struggle for the emancipation of the oppressed
That the 2009 NGC noted the limitations of using Marxism-Leninism as tools of
analysis but remaining without a clear ideological stand
The Commission therefore recommends:
To endorse the resolutions of the NGC to become a Marxist-Leninist Student
organisation
To continue mobilising and recruiting all students from all ideological persuasions
To engage in the struggle for the destruction of capitalism and from its ruins build
socialism under the stewardship of the South African Communist Party but we must
not be a student wing of the SACP
7.2.

Preamble of the Constitution

We note that the constitution does not speak generally to our character as a MarxistLeninist Student Movement
We therefore resolve that:
The preamble of the organisation must speak of the organisation as a Marxist-Leninist
Student Movement
7.3.

On the SPOT Document

Noting that:
The SPOT document in its current form is outdated particularly on its analysis of the
balance of forces
Believing that:
SASCO is not a stratum, students are

20

That a materialistic analysis of the history and development of our education should
find expression to the SPOT in order to explain the existence of formal and informal
education
That the is a need for the SPOT to give theoretical account of the capitalist crisis
underway, the uprising in the Arab world and the increased military offensive by
NATO in Africa
That the implications of the Polokwane conference as it relates to the 1996 Class
Project should form of the domestic balances forces
That there is a need to have a new pillar in the SPOT which deals with ideological
work
Therefore Recommends:
To adopt the Draft SPOT as presented to conference and task the NEC to effect
changes as suggested in the notes

8. On the Information Bill
Noted:
The ongoing public discourse about the Protection of Information Bill

Believing that:
South Africa is a bourgeois society and one of the distinguishing features of this is
uneven access to information
That people have a right to information as long as that information does not pose a
threat on National Security
Recommends that:
That journalists should use available avenues to determine whether certain
information is in the public interest or not
If passed the bill should not be used by businesses to hide information from workers
and this includes parastatals
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9. Special Motions
Congress discussed and passed a motion on the dissolution of the University of Free
State Council for maintaining racism in the institution
Congress received, discussed and passed a motion on the expulsion of UNISA
comrades who contested against the organisation
Congress received, discussed and passed a motion on the Removal of Professor
Mokgalong, VC of the University of Limpopo who uses despotic and dictatorial
tactics to silence student leaders in the campus, amongst other things

10.
Nomination and Election of the 17th National Executive
Committee
President

Ngoako Selamolela

Deputy President

Ntutuko Makhombothi

Secretary General

Themba Masondo

Deputy Secretary-General

Luzuko Buku

Treasure General

Liyanda Maphanga

NEC Member

Thabiso Letsoara

NEC Member

Nonceba Mhluali

NEC Member

Daluxolo Vumazonke

NEC Member
NEC Member

Noxolo Xako
Lazarus Ledwaba

NEC Member

Fortunate Phetha

NEC Member

Seipone Maselwane

NEC Member

Thabo Molotja

Congress further instructed the NEC to make a cooption of 2 comrades in its first NEC
Meeting, which should include comrade Tinyiko Nini and a female comrade. This should be
done in the context of the three co-options that the NEC is allowed to do by the Constitution
of the organisation.
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11.

The Declaration of the 17th National Congress of
SASCO

“Education is a Site of Struggle – Students First, SASCO to the Front.”
United in content and form, motivated in spirit and united in action, we the highly esteemed
delegates of the 17th National Congress of SASCO, gathered at the University of Free State,
Bloemfontein, South Africa from the 03-07th December 2011.
SASCO consciously took the decision to hold its 17th National Congress at the University of
Free State in order to highlight the university‟s blatant refusal to transform from being a
racist preserve for white students into a university that opens its doors to every student
regardless of race and class. We further sought to expose the draconian measures adopted by
the university to suppress student political activity.
Representing SASCO branches countrywide, the 17th National Congress gathered under the
under the theme “Education is a Site of Struggle – Students First, SASCO to the Front.”
True to our uncontested history as the leading organisation in the higher education terrain,
this Congress met under the understanding that education is a subject of struggle amongst the
opposing classes in society. In this respect, SASCO is not apologetic

with

those

that

find themselves on the receiving end of the system that oppressed the majority and relegates
them to a life of poverty and underdevelopment.
The 17th National Congress discussed a variety of issues pertaining to the higher education
system in South Africa, the struggle for free education as well as the transformation of the
South African economy.

11.1.

Higher Education Transformation

th

The 17 National Congress noted that the neoliberal encroachment in the higher education
system, which is a global phenomenon, has placed the working class on a back foot through
massive retrenchments, joblessness,

inadequate student support services, rampant
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privatisation and outsourcing as well as decreases in government subsidies to institutions of
higher learning.
The Congress therefore resolved to challenge attempts to turn universities into 21st century
shopping malls where the children of the poor are systematically locked out. Through the
efforts of our branches in the different campuses across the country, SASCO will ensure that
the struggle against neo-liberalism in higher education is fought to the bitter end.
The 17th National Congress expressed disgust on the use of institutional governance
structures to violate the basic human rights of students, including the crucial rights of
association and expression. The Congress also declared war on attempts to change
institutions of higher learning into monolithic institutions where the voices of managers are
gospel truths.
SASCO will continue to mobilise students and broader society behind the battle cry to
transform our education system into a system that holistically develops people; that favours
the poor and that empowers communities to challenge the system that oppresses them. Ivory
Tower institutions in this country will remain on our agenda for transformation.
11.2.

One World, One Struggle – Free Libaratory Education for the People NOW!

The 17th National Congress expresses its disgust at the fact that despite the progressive
recommendations of the NSFAS Review Committee, free higher education in South Africa
remains a pipe dream. The government is moving at a snail‟s pace in the introduction of free
higher education for all poor undergraduates.
SASCO will launch the biggest Free Education campaign in 2012, which will seek to
mobilise all progressive forces in society under the banner of free education. The 17 th
National Congress also resolved that the free education will be one of the barometers we will
utilise in our electoral support for the ANC. The era of black cheques has now come to an
end.
11.3.

Economic Transformation

The Congress took note of the concerted efforts to further wage an onslaught on the working
class. This neoliberal onslaught on the working class is most profoundly advanced through
government economic policy which seeks to lower the cost of labour and thus the cost of
doing business and weaken and segment the working class through calls for a flexible labour
24

market and the youth wage subsidy. Congress resolves to reject the youth wage subsidy as a
disgusting attempt to create a two-tier labour market through the backdoor.
The 17th National Congress expressed its disappointment that government economic policy in
the form of the New Growth Path and the proposed National Development Plan are cast in a
neoliberal capitalist mode and therefore holds no prospect to improve the lives of the working
class through increased job creation, increased social spending on education, health and
housing.
Congress believes that there is nothing new in the New Development Plan (Vision 2030) as
proposed by the Planning Commission. These policies represent paradigm maintenance of the
neo-liberal order. Nonetheless we will provide our own perspective on the plan as we believe
that it has serious negative implications on our call for Free Education. The 17 th National
Congress calls for an egalitarian development programme that is founded on the principle of
wealth redistribution.
11.4.

The Need for an anti-Capitalist Front in South Africa

SASCO believes that the working class has not been docile throughout this onslaught.
Everywhere in South Africa – in our townships and informal settlements; in institutions of
higher learning and in the factories, the working class and its offspring are waging struggles
against this capitalist onslaught. The struggles for service delivery; clean water and
electricity; against fee increments and financial exclusions in institutions of higher learning;
and workers‟ strikes for higher wages and improved working conditions all derive from the
brutality of the capitalist system and its annihilation of the poor.
The 17th National Congress therefore expresses the need to build a broad anti-capitalist front
in South Africa. This front should include all social forces and mass based organisations that
organise against the problems resulting from the neoliberal capitalism.
Congress calls on the South African Communist Party to serve as a uniting force for these
struggles. There is an urgent need to unite the working class in South Africa regardless of
race, gender, ethnicity as well as political affiliation.
11.5.

International Solidarity

SASCO notes the historic and progressive role played by students in opposition to apartheid,
imperialism, military aggression and dictatorship throughout the globe.
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The Congress is inspired by the role played by youth and students in the 1960s in opposing
the US invasion of Vietnam; the 1970s generation which played a significant role in the
victory and independence of Mozambique and Angola as well as the role played by the 1976
generation in our country in bringing the apartheid regime to its knees.
As the biggest student organisation in the country, we reaffirm our support for the struggle of
the Palestinian people who have lived for decades and decades under apartheid Israel
occupation, torture and torment. SASCO is resolute that the state of Israel, which enjoys
support and shelter from the imperialist United States of America, is an apartheid state that
employs a range of discriminatory measures against the Palestinian people.
This includes usurping Palestinian land and their source of livelihood; demolishing
Palestinian homes and villages; arbitrary arrests and detention of the Palestinian people for
long periods without charges; the humiliating system of apartheid checkpoints as well as the
denial of a range of socio-economic rights such as water and electricity. Palestinians living in
Israel suffer from apartheid Israel‟s discriminatory policies in the spheres of education, health
and housing.
We hereby declare our full support for the struggle for an independent and viable Palestinian
state based on the 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as the capital. In pursuit of this struggle,
SASCO branches in various campuses will join with vigour the BDS campaign, especially in
the arena of the academic and cultural boycott.
We also undertake to make our campuses anti-Israeli apartheid zones by amongst others
participating in the Israel Apartheid Week activities. Apartheid was an inhumane and
criminal system for us as South Africans; we refuse to turn a blind eye on the suffering of the
Palestinian people under Israeli occupation, exploitation and brutality.
We also call on the South African government to sever all diplomatic ties with all oppressive
regimes, especially the apartheid state of Israel.
We, as class conscious students who believe that we can no longer allow imperialist
domination led by the US as an empire of profit thirsty multi nationals to continue, resolved
to throw our full weight behind the struggles to undermine the US stranglehold over poorer
nations.

26

In this regard, we commit to do our part in supporting the struggles of the Cuban people, the
Venezuelan people and the many anti-imperialist struggles in the Latin American
governments. These struggles continue to give a ray of hope, particularly in a region
previously dismissed as the United State‟s backyard.
Congress takes note of the ongoing struggles waged by the working class, in particular the
youth and students in the West against capitalism‟s ongoing attacks on their living standards.
SASCO is inspired by the fact that even in the centres and citadels of the global capitalist
system; the greedy capitalist ruling class is constantly kept on its toes.
We, the generation of young people, who are witness to the expansion of the US and NATO
military bases in Africa and other parts of the world which is aimed at targeting specific
countries to entrench the US‟ global military presence vow to fight imperialist domination to
the last breath.
As a generation which has witnessed the destructive role that Western powers, particularly
the US and France, in fuelling conflicts between warring parties in the DRC, Ivory Coast,
Nigeria, Sudan and recently Libya to mention but a few; we vow to join forces with
movements across the African continent to challenge the plundering of our countries and the
denigration of our beautiful continent into a playing field for oil, gold and diamond thirsty
Western powers and their Transnational Companies.
We also pledge our full support for the self determination struggle waged by the Saharawi
people in Western Sahara, led by POLISARIO against Moroccan occupation.
We also commit to continue working together with the people of Swaziland, especially the
student movement, in collectively exposing the feudal, undemocratic and exploitative regime
in Swaziland. Our disappointment about SADC‟s continued flirtation with the Swaziland
regime must be registered. We therefore call on SADC to politically isolate the Tinkundla
regime in Swaziland as part of the strategy to bring this undemocratic and brutal regime on its
knees.
Congress is inspired by the youth-led uprisings in North Africa, particularly Egypt and
Tunisia which have raised the consciousness of the youth and exposed the extent to which the
global onslaught on the working class and their living standards has posed a challenge to
presiding governments.
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We urge the ANC to take cognisance of the fact that many national liberation movements in
Africa and beyond are swept out of power mainly because they presided over neoliberal
attacks on the working class. Only radical economic policy change and the jettisoning of
neo-liberal policies will guarantee the ANC‟s continued electoral dominance.
The declaration was duly adopted by congress
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